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INTERESTING FINDS IN TUMULI NEAR JERUSALEM 


For a long time Director Albright has had his indefatigable eye set 
upon some interesting tumuli in the neighborhood of Jerusalem. These 
tumuli, three in number, are at Malhah, a point about two or three miles 
southwest of Jerusalem on the slope of the Valley of Rephaim. From their 
appearance they indicated the remains of primitive man, a likely hypothesis 
as man was early settled in that smiling valley. At last through the gen- 
erous assistance of Mrs. William McKelway, who has been spending the 
winter in Jerusalem in company with President James A. Kelso and Mrs. 
Kelso of the Western Theological Seminary, the Director’s ambition to dig 
in these tumuli has been gratified. We quote from his letter of April 7 his 
preliminary report on the initial excavations. 


“Mrs. McKelway has given me seventy pounds Egyptian for the work 

on the tumulus—or tumuli, if the results from the first are sufficiently 

. good. In order to get something done there before Easter I tried to get 
through with the preliminary negotiations in three days, and succeeded, 
thanks to the assistance of a Muslim friend. Naturally, there will be 
trouble before we are finished, but this is an invariable concomitant of an 
excavation, no matter how small. I began on the tumulus of el-Barrish, 
belonging to the sheikh of the Bent Hasan, who lives at Malhah, April 26, 
and worked for five days, holidays and rains preventing more work before 
the beginning of our trip. 

“The tumulus is about seven to eight metres in height and about thirty 
metres in diameter near the base. We dug a trench across it, five metres 
wide at the top and narrowing rapidly toward the bottom. The greatest 
depth reached so far is five metres. I had about twenty-five men and boys 
from el-Melejeh, working nine hours a day, all of which I spent with them, 
for safety. 

“The tumulus proved a surprise. Instead of being either Neolithic or 
Bronze Age it turned out to be most certainly Early-Iron. Many potsherds 
were found in the débris, all belonging, without exception, to Gibeah II, 
and many of them in such a perfect state of preservation—handles with 
necks and shoulder, ete.—that they must have been broken immediately 
before the erection of the tumulus. Phythian-Adams agrees with me that 
the potsherds are characteristically eleventh century B. C. Now, as 
Phythian-Adams has just succeeded in demonstrating, the Philistine pot- 
tery is identical with that excavated from the Thessalian tumuli of Halos, 
belonging to the period between 1200 and 1000 B. C. Those tumuli are of 
the same size and shape as ours, they are grouped in the same way, and the 
date is about the same. I am able also to show that the tumuli were not 
erected by natives, but by an invading army, so the probability that they 
were raised by the Philistines during the age of Samuel, Saul and David 
is very great. I confidently expect interesting discoveries when we resume 
our excavations early in May.” 


The significance of these provisional finds at Malhah is of much im- 
portance. For the Bible student they illustrate the operations of the Philis- 
tines as recorded in the Books of Samuel, especially the campaigns of David 
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so briefly summarized in 2 Samuel 5. And for the archaeologist in the 
Mediterranean civilization they give an added link connecting the Philis- 
tines with the far-off shores of the Aegean civilization. 


THE SPRING TOUR OF THE JERUSALEM SCHOOL 


Under date of April 28, Director Albright writes as follows: 

“Thursday evening, April 26, we returned from our spring trip, coming 
from Jericho by car, since we had outstayed our original limit by a day. 
The entire trip lasted eighteen days, and proved very successful, all mem- 
bers of the party expressing their enthusiastic approval of the trip and the 
way it had been conducted. Professors Bewer, Edwards and Hawley were 
with me throughout ; Mr. Cooke left three days early in order to get back 
in time for his Syrian trip; Mr. Voigt, who was not well when we started, 
left us at Zammarin, but was replaced by Mr. Stiven, of the British School, 
who joined us at Tabor. The journey, which we made with horses and 
tents, carried us from Jerusalem to Timnath-serah, Aphek, Caesarea, Dor, 
the Wadi ‘Arah, Megiddo, the Plain of Acre, the Plain of Asochis, Nazareth, 
Tabor, Beisén, the Sea of Tiberias, Gadara, Jerasa, ‘Araq el-Emir, Madeba, 
Jericho. We avoided the automobile routes and “tourist” points as much 
as possible, in accordance with the system of trips which I have outlined 
before. I succeeded in keeping all costs, including fees, tips, hotel bills, 
where incurred, etc., down to a pound a day. 

“The scientific results of the trip were not inconsiderable, especially 
for the historical geography of the country, on which I have gathered much 
new material. At many tells and sites hitherto little or not at all investi- 
gated we made large collections of potsherds, and I examined many thou- 
sands of sherds in the course of the journey. These results will be described 
untechnically in a report which I shall forward you for the BULLETIN as 


soon as possible. All the members of the party were profoundly impressed - 


with the great significance of potsherds for dating of sites; several mem- 


bers of the School have acquired a considerable knowledge of the intricate _ 


but exact science of historical ceramics. I may add that this is the first 
long trip made by any archaeological school in Jerusalem in which pot- 
sherds have been properly studied and utilized.” 


NOTES FROM THE SCHOOL IN JERUSALEM 


Director Albright reports many interesting personal items bearing 
upon the members of the School and visiting friends, as well as upon the 
very pleasant local relations. He speaks in high terms of Messrs. Voigt 
(the Fellow) and Mr. Cooke, the regular students in the School. Profes- 
sors Bewer, Edwards and Hawley have been associated with the School to 
its great advantage. Professor Munro, of Princeton, arrived about Easter, 
and unfortunately, and to the Director’s great disappointment, too late for 
arrangements to.be made for lectures. President Kelso and his party were 
connected with the School through the winter. ’ 
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Dr. Fisher, of the University of Pennsylvania Expedition at Beisan, 
returned to Jerusalem April 4, and has resumed operations at that place. 
Professor Garstang, Director of the British School, returned March 30, 
in much better health and in excellent spirits. He and Director Albright 
have resumed their collaboration on the Anatolian geography of the Hittite 
texts. Professor Alt, the successor of Professor Dalman, of the German 
Institute, left Jerusalem April 11 to enter upon his duties as successor to 
Professor Guthe at Leipzig. Our Director speaks in the highest terms of 
the privilege of acquaintance with him. It is not known who his successor 
will be. It is expected that Professor Macalister will soon begin his oper- 
ations of Ophel. Professor Breasted and his party, who desired to prospect 
work on Ophel, arrived in Jerusalem during the spring tour of the School, 
and the members of the School missed the pleasure of seeing them. 

The community in Jerusalem has recently lost some “of its notable 
members, in whose passing-the School shares the regrets of all. M. Ben 
Yehuda, the distinguished Hebrew lexicographer and the protagonist for 
the restoration of the Hebrew tongue as a living language, died in the late 
winter. Mrs. Spafford, the head of the “American colony,” died April 17. 
Her generous hospitalities will long be remembered by many who have 
been connected with the School. And finally that very intimate friend 
and counsellor of ours, M. Antoine Gelat, First Dragoman in the American 
Consulate, passed away on April 23. The Director writes: “His death is 
a great loss to us al}; we mourn the departure of a remarkable man, whose 
helpfulness and incorruptible integrity have won universal affection and 
respect.” This Corporation will desire also to put on record its sense of 
appreciation of his long services, rendered unfailingly in times of deepest 
stress. 


MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


A meeting of the Trustees of the American Schools was held, in con- 
junction with the Annual Meeting of the American Oriental Society, at 
Princeton, N. J., on April 3. Members present were: Messrs. Bacon, Bar- 
ton, Clay, Montgomery, Morgenstern, Newell, Schoff, with Vice-President 
Jackson and Miss Hussey, Field Secretary, ‘attending ; the President in 
the chair. 


Dr. Romain Butin, of the Catholic University of America, was nomi- 
nated for one of the vacancies in the Board, and was unanimously elected. 
Dr. Butin is Professor of Hebrew in the Catholic University and a worthy 
associate of that distinguished faculty. His election is a great gratification 
to the members of the Board. 


The appropriation of an additional $100 for the excavations at Tell 
el-Ful, made by the Officers, was approved. 

The President reported a gift of money from Mrs. McKelway of Pitts- 
burgh for the excavation-of-the tumuli at Malhah, near Jerusalem. It was 
voted that the thanks of the Board be extended to her for her generous gift. 
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The Secretary reported the receipt of $1000, for a life membership, 
from Prof. H. J. Heuser, of the Theological Seminary of St. Charles Bor- 
romeo, Overbrook, Pa. It was voted that the thanks of the Board be sent 
to Dr. Heuser. 


It was voted, with warm terms of appreciation of his work, that 
Director Albright be given a sabbatical year upon completion of his six 
years of residence in Jerusalem. The arrangements for effecting an 
exchange between Dr. Albright and some chair in this cmeiny were left to 
the Officers. 

Dr. Clay reported the generous offer of Yale Library to present a large 
number of duplicates in the field of archaeology to the Schools. Many of 
these books will be particularly serviceable to the School in Bagdad. 


Dr. Clay announced his acceptance of the Annual Professorship for 
the coming year. He reported that he hoped to consummate plans whereby 
he could go to Mesopotamia in the course of the year. These plans include 
the formal opening of the School, reconnaissances of the country, and pos- 
sibly excavations. 

Report was made on. the rotograph acquired for the Jerusalem School. 
Since the meeting all bills have been discharged, and this complete and per- 
fect apparatus is now at the School for the service of scholars. It is, so far 
as we know, a unique apparatus in Western Asia. 


THE THAYER FELLOWSHIP 


The Thayer Fellowship for 1923-24, granted by the Archaeological 
Institute of America, has been awarded, upon competitive examination, to 
Mr. Samuel Feigin, of the Graduate School of Yale University, who 
expects to receive the Doctorate at Commencement, with an Assyriological 
thesis. Mr. Feigin’s academic training has been in schools in Russia, and 
in Jerusalem 1913-6. He was a student in our School in Jerusalem in 
1919-20, and becoming greatly interested in Assyriology followed Professor 
Clay to Yale, where he has been studying since 1920. 


THE LIBRARIES OF THE SCHOOLS 


Director Albright reports a gratifying increase in the library at Jeru- 
salem. He has received some gifts of money for it and also valuable gifts 
in books. Included in the latter is Prof. Paton’s Egyptian Travels in 
Western Asia, the gift of Princeton University. 

The portion of books in the library of the late Professor Jastrow 
reserved for the School in Bagdad, are now being catalogued in the Uni- 
versity of Pennsylvania, and it is planned to ship them to Bagdad, care of 
the American Consul, at an early day. 

The Librarian of Yale University has generously promised us the gift 
of a large number of duplicates in the Library of that institution, which 
will be of great service in the School at Bagdad. © 
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THE ANNUAL OF THE SCHOOLS, DOUBLE VOLUME II-III 


Various causes have greatly delayed the publication of the ANNUAL. 
But it is now about ready to appear. It will include the following articles, 
all contributed by former members of the School in Jerusalem : 


Director W. F. Atsricut: Contributions to the Historical Geography of 

Palestine. 

C. C. McCown: Muslim Shrines in Palestine; and, Epigraphic Gleanings. 

W. H. Worreti: Sepulchral Cup-Marks, Pools and Conduits near 
Jerusalem. 

W. J. Mouttron: A Painted Christian Tomb at Beit-Jibrin. 

C. C. Torrey: A Few Ancient Seals; and, The Sacred Pebbles of Sidon. 

J. A. Monrcomery: A Latin Inscription in the Lebanon; and, A Catacomb 

Church on the Hill of Evil Counsel. 

The volume is illustrated with seventy-five illustrations and five col- 
ored plates. It is published by the Yale University Press, at the price of 
$5.00. It is sent gratis to all contributing institutions and to persons 
contributing $10 or upwards. We desire to be informed of any failure in 
the delivery of the volume. 

The next ANNUAL will be promptly proceeded with, under the editorial 
direction of Prof. B. W. Bacon. 


SOME RECENT LITERATURE 


All interested in: the topography, archaeology and holy places of 
Jerusalem will be glad to know that the publication. of Pére Vincent’s 
monumental work, Jérusalem, interrupted by the war, has been resumed. 
Volume I, which treated of “Jérusalem antique,” appeared in 1912. This 
treated of pre-Christian Jerusalem. Two fascicules of Vol. II, which 
treats of “Jérusalem nouvelle,” were published in 1914, just before the 
outbreak of the war. In this work, devoted to Christian Jerusalem, Pére 
Vincent, the greatest living authority on Palestinian archaeology, was 
assisted by Pére Abel, who made the drawings which illustrated the book. 
In addition to those inserted in the book, these filled forty-three plates of 
a portfolio. At the end of 1922 fascicule III of this second volume was 
published, Péres Vincent and Abel again collaborating. In this fascicule 
the holy places of the second rank—the Cenaculum, the Church of St. 
James, etc.—are treated, as the holy places of the first rank had been in 
fascicules I and II. An atlas of twenty-three additional drawings and 
photographs, in addition to numerous illustrations in the text, graphically 
present to the eye the objects described. The work is published by the house 
of J. Gabalda, Paris. | 


Since the beginning of the French control of Syria several very impor- 
tant archaeological enterprises have been undertaken in that country under 
the patronage of the government. The current reports of these enterprises 
have been appearing in the quarterly journal, Syria, and these reports have 
now been most conveniently collected.in a volume entitled Les travaux 
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archéologiques en Syrie de 1920 a 1922. It contains a preface by General 
Gouraud, High Commissioner of the French Republic, which is followed 
by notices of the undertakings of the last two years from the hands of 
MM. Pottier and Dussaud ; a description of the remarkable XIIth Dynasty 
hypogeum discovered at Byblos, along with notices upon articles found 
there; and two papers by M. Cumont on Professor Breasted’s notable dis- 
coveries at Salihiye on the Euphrates in his journey of 1920. Professor 
Breasted published a fascinating account of his discoveries in Syria, 1922, 
pp. 177ff, under the title, Peintures d’époque romaine dans le désert de 
Syrie, and the splendid colored plates which adorn that publication have 
been reproduced in the present volume. The volume was prepared for the 
_ Colonial Exposition held in Marseilles in 1922, and is published by Paul 
Geuthner, Paris. 


' We welcome the appearance of the BULLETIN of the British School of 

Archaeology in Jerusalem, now in its second number. The number con- 
tains an account of the field work done by the School in 1922, namely in 
the Plain of Acre, at Tell el-Harbaj, Tell Amr, and Tell el-Kussis. 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF PROFESSOR CLAY’S PLANS 


As we go to press Professor Clay reports the following arrangement 
of his plans for next winter. He has been granted leave of absence by 
Yale University and will go to Jerusalem as the Annual Professor. While 
there he hopes to be of service in starting the new building of the School. 
From Jerusalem he will go to Bagdad to found and open the proposed 
School there. He expects to have two students accompany him to Bagdad, 
and possibly some archaeologists of eminence will be in his company. 
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RESEARCH 


Oxsecr. The purpose of this Fund is to aid in the maintenance of the American Sch 


Is of Archeology in 


Jerusalem and Mesopotamia and to enable these schools to carry on excavations and researches in 


Bible lands. 


Donors. Donors to the Fund are divided into four classes: Life Members, who contribute $1000 to the 
Fund at one time; Patrons, who contribute $100 a year; Contributors, who give $25 a year; and 


Subscribers, who give $10 a year. 
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the Schools. All donors receive copies of the BULLETIN and ANNUAL published by the Schools. 
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Vol. I, edited by C. C. Torrey, 1920, published by the Yale University Press, New Haven, Conn., 


price, $3.50. Vol. II-III in press. 


